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INTRODUCTION. 

It seemsto me that theauthor of this 
pamphletis entirely justified, fromany 
controversial standpoint,inmakinga — 
protest, or appealing, asit were, foran 
intellectual interim injunctionagainst 
the instruction of young children in 
practical Spiritualism. Itisnot neces- : 
sary torely merely on what some of us 
might have to say against the ultimate 
and often unconscious basis of Spiri- 
tualism. Itisquiteenoughtorely on 
whattheS piritualists themselves say 
aboutit. Itisonly necessary to study the 
Spiritualistanswersto Spiritualist diffi- 
culties, or theSpiritualist refutation of 
Spiritualist scandals, tofind a complete 
confession of the hideousincongruity : 


„of such notions in the Sunday School. 


For instance, I donot myself believe 
thatall psychic phenomenaaremere 
frauds; butitisadmitted that some of 
themarefrauds. Theinteresting point , 
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appears when the teachers ofthe new 
religion proceed to explain why they are 
frauds.. They giveanexplanation which 
isquitetenableand may be quite true; 
butanyhow itistothiseffect; thatthe. 
agony of wrestling in spirit to obtain the 
oracle is soawful, that even the genuine. 
medium wouldalwaysrather takethe. 
short cut of trickery instead of thelong 
martyrdom of truth. If I were here 
advancing merely our own casein the 
controversy, I might beinclined to say 
totheteachersof the new religion, “Let 
usagree that your explanation is true; 
and now whatsort of a religion is itthat 

_ tortures peopletill they cheatand lie?” 

` But surely no sane man will maintain 
that children should be torturedand 
_giventhechancetocheatandlie, Even. 
if we acceptsuch agony asa sort of asce- 
ticism whichis part of the experience of 
the mystic in his maturity, surely it will 
notappealastolerable toany rational 
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person of any.controversial convictions’ 
to bring sucha nightmare into the nur- 
sery; If anewreligion were to propose 
that children should gash themselves 
with knives like the prophets of Baal, or. 
hang themselves on hooks likethe fakirs 
of Asia, it would raisea question con- 
siderably beyond theabstract question 
of asceticism; and considerably beyond 
the historical question of the merits of 
Semitic mythology or of eastern enthu- 
siasm, Yet thereis herein question an 
agony of spirit exactly corresponding to 
anagony of theflesh. Letit benoted 
that itisnot wewhosay itisanagony, it 
is the Spiritualists themselves defending 
Spiritualism itself. What control or 
modification is involved in their exper- 
ienceI donot know; butitiseven more 
to the point that zZey do not know. Even, 
by their ownadmission,we might say by 
their own boast, they areadventuring 
into new worldsand otherwise groping 
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in the dark. Even by their ownadmis- : 
sion those new worlds must contain 
potential tyranniesa and tortures, and 
that darkness must be full of danger and: 
and pain. Thatistheirown explanation 
of how mediumsareoccasionally led in- 
tofraud. I leaveitto any person of com- 
moOnsenseto say whether he wants babies 
ledinto fraud in that gentle fashion. - ` 
-Ortakeanother Spiritualistic apo- 
logia; alsoin itself quite possibleand | 
plausible. Whenitis objected that psy- 
chical communicationsarefrequentl y» 
driveland sometimes degraded drivel, 
that they can beat the best buffoonery - 
and at the worst obscenity, the Spiritual- 
ists generally offer a defence which in 
itself is defensible enough. They say 
that the dead maystill be“‘earth-bound” 
and that those whoare most earthbound 
imay be naturally nearest tothe earth. 
Itis quitearguable that the souls of all : 
the blackguards out of night-clubsand . 
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gambling hells may be hanging pn. 
theearthlikeaflockof vultures. The | 
question is whether we particularly wish 
to introduceour little girlsand boys to 
allthe blackguards out of night-clubs 
and gambling-hells. The question is 
whether wewant them toseek the spirit- 
ual company whichisthenearestand . 
which isalsothe worst. Letit be noted 
againthatitisnotwewhosaythatitis . 
thenearestand therefore the worst; itis 
the Spiritualists themselves defending . 
Spiritualism itself. Itis their own explan- 
ation of why Spiritualistic communi- 
cationsare sometimes imbecile or in- 
decent. Even by their ownadmission, | 
thereisatleastachanceofchildren — , 
meeting, on the spiritual plane, the very 
lastpeople we should wantthem to meet 
onthelower plane ofourmeanand . 
mortalestate. Hereagainthe moralis 
perfectly simplein the case of children,. 
whatever we may happen to think: inthe 
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general case of Spiritualists. Whatever 
else Spiritualism i is,itisa leap inthedark;, 
itisadmittedly an adventure againsta 
world of experience which must befor 
most people new and abnormal. Itis 
admitted, or even boasted, that we know 
little of the laws of that country, and that 
they often seem to us capticious and 
cruel, Toencouragechildreninusing 
such powersisexactly likeselecting 
children to besent to discover the North 
Poleorthetropical sourcesof che Nile. 
'Somuch could beaccepted by àriy 
man of any views, by any man who was 
detached about Spiritualism, byany 
man who wasattracted to Spiritualism, 
or even byanyman whowasaSpiritualist. 
. But even if weare to start with anagnos- 
tic impartiality oratolerance ofallessays 
towards truth, it isall the moreirrational 
toignore the view which believes that 
the truth about Spiritualism isa more 
orlessunconscious diabolism. : If itis 
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reasonable to believe in spirits, it cannot 
be intrinsically unreasonable to believe 
in evil spirits. To refuse to entertain even 
the hypothesis that psychic phenomena 
are mostly dueto evilspirits is simply to 
shut our eyes to one possible explanation 
of the whole business; andan explana- 
tion that does really explain. Itexplains 
the very things which the Spiritualists 
themselves havealready to setabout 
explaining; thethingsof which I have 
already spoken; theunnaturaltorment, 
the overpowering temptation tofraud, 
the outbursts of expression whichare 
not only futile butfoul. There isnoneed 
and no space here to demonstrate thisas 
aconclusion; but surelyit will beenough 
foranybody who caresabout children 
thatitisevena possibility. Nobody 
wants to think of a Spiritualist Sunday 
School, if a Spiritualist’s Sunday can be 
translatedasa Witches’ Sabbath. 

G. K. Chesterton. 
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CHILD MEDIUMS 
Spiritualist activities in British Schools 


The Spiritualist Societies throughout - 
Great Britain are now making an organ- 
ized effort to train English children 
from theages of ten to eighteen to be- 
comemediums, Thereareat the present 
time 13,340 child members of the 
“Lyceum” Union or Spiritualist Sunday 


: Schools, thesé Lyceums showing an in- 


crease of 3,000 members between April 
1921andApril 1922. The Lyceumsare 
divided upinto 2 14 or morecentres, 
grouped into branches for South, Mid- 
landand Northern England, and onefor 
South Scotland. The large manufact- 
uring cities, Manchester, Leeds, Brad- 
ford, Birmingham, Bolton, Sheffield, 
Halifax, Hyde, Liverpool, Preston, 
Bristol, Wakefield—all have their cen- 
tres, sometimes two or threein the same 
town. TheLondonareaisbutpoorly . 
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represented by half-a-dozen centres, 
but Spiritualist agitatorsare doing their 
best to emulate the enthusiasm of the 
northern schools. In Sussexan intensive 
Spiritualist propaganda isin progress: 
every town hasits correspondent who 
forwards regular reportsto headquarters 
at Brighton. Brighton hastwo Spiritual- 
ist Sunday Schools, withanaverage 
attendance of fifty scholars each, And 
seeing that rooms for Spiritualist meet- 
ings have been found at Worthing, East- 
bourne, Hastings, St. Leonards, and 
elsewhere, the opening of fresh Lyceum 
centres may be expected very shortly. 
‘Bournemouthand the neighbourhood 
areextremely active, 

The Lyceum movement owesits | 
inception to the United States, The 
founder, Andrew Jackson Davis, was 
born in Orange County; New York. 

His education was of a mostrudiment-. 
ary character, andattheage of twelve : 
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hewasalready helping his father inthe 
grocery store. -In 1843, when Andrew 
was fifteen, a series of lectures onanimal 
magnetism which heattended, aroused 
his interest in occult investigations. It . 
was discovered that the boy had won- 
derful clairvoyant gifts. -A few months 
later he joined forceswithaquackdoctor 
and was successful in his treatment of 
hysterical patients. In August, 1845, 
when under the magnetism of a certain 
Dr. Lyons, Davis delivereda series of 
wonderful lectures which were sub- 
sequently taken downand brought out 
inbookform. Hewashenceforward 
recognised as a seer, and along list of his 
works, purporting to contain super- 
natural revelations, may beseeninthe 
catalogueoftlie British Museum. - 
January 25,1863,sawtheopening - 
of the first Lyceum in Dodsworth Hall, 
New York, by Mr. Davis.’ In flowing 
language he described his visions of the: 
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“Stimmerland,” where earthly children 
were to be trained until fit to hold con- 
verse with their spirit brothers and 
sisters. The first Lyceumin England 
was opened at Nottingham in 1866 ;but 
the movement ledalanguishing exist- 
ence until 188 2, when it began to pro- 
‘gress, and by 1889 the Lyceum Union 
could boast of having itsown Manual 
and itsmonthly magazine. 
Whatistheaim of Lyceum schools? 
Itistocreate mediums, Thechildrenare 
taught that the spirits of their separated 
brothers and sisters and friendsare 
yearning to hold converse with them. 
Norisits influence confined tothe hour 
on Sunday afternoon; forthescholars | 
are encouraged to try experiments at 
home, in thought-reading and psycho- 
metrising letters, witha view to estab- . 
lishing “happy homecircles,” for “a _ 
mediumcanbefoundinalmostevery | 
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hóme."* Canamoresubtlescheme for 
undermining the peace of the homebe ` 
imagined? | | 

Whatisamedium? ‘A medium," 
toquote Dr. Vanstone, a leading dr | 
rity, “isa person thr guek whose organ- 
ism the spirit- -people can hold converse : 
withthoseonearth.” Andthe essential: 
quality ofa successful mediumissensi- - 
tiveness tooutsidei impressions. Hence 
the stress laid upon thetrainingofthe — 
mental perceptionsin the ACC 
schools. 

Therearethree Bind: books bus 
outby the Lyceum Union; these,to- | | 
. gether with readingsfrom theLyceum . 
Manualprovidea complete educational 
scheme for the training of the young 
spiritualist from theage of ten years up 
toeighteen, andan elementary course is, 


about to be prepared for little ones, 
* Educational Handbook, No. 2, p.13. .. 
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No..1, for children between ten and: 
twelve, givesa brief account of the. 
founders of Spiritualism, andachapter. - 

on “Children in Spirit Life” by Alfred 
Ritson, adviser of the Lyceum Union. 
Thisarticle, asthe title denotes, givesa. 
graphic description of the lifeand occu- 
pations of the children in the “Summer- 
land”; and announces that these spirits, 
when they havelearnedthelessonsof — 
the other world, are permitted to visit 
their bereaved parents. 

No. 2, for children over twelve, ex- 

lains the seven root principles of Spirit- 
ualism:— r. The Fatherhood of God. 
2. The Brotherhoodof man. 3. The 
Immortality of thesoul. 4. Spiritcom- 
munion: “our especial principleand 
practice”.* 5. Personal responsibility. 
6. Compensationand Retribution. 
7. Eternal Progression. Then follows 
a «Comparison of Spiritualism with 


* Educational Handbook, No. 2. 
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Christianity,” tothe detriment of-the 
latter.. The child of fourteen is next in-- 
structed in **Phases of Mediumship,” 
and. learns the meaning of the terms. 
“trance”, “clairaudience” and “‘clair- 
voyance”—heis taught that “the influ- 
enceofspiritsacts likean uncontrollable 
mental stimulation, which pervades the 
most impressionable facultiesand thus 
exalts them above their ordinary capaci- 
tiesandactions.” Inthe“trance” state, 
the medium loses consciousness “in 
order thatthe control may fully usethe _ 
psychic natureof the medium, It may — 
even benecessary to “‘take possession.” 
Thistruly appalling teachingistobe 
impressed on thebrain ofa child of four- 
teen or over, the most impressionable 
age. The words of the Lyceum Manual . 
go still further; inreply tothe question; 
“A reall Spirit messages to be relied on?” 
the Lyceumistis told ‘No; we must test, 


* Educational Handbook, No. 2. p. 11 
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prove, and try them in order toascertain 
the truth”—but weare not told how the ` 
boy or girl of fourteen or fifteen isto test 
thereliability of the spirit visitant. Fur- 
ther, so that these vital lessons may be: 
impressed on his'mind, heis called upon 
both to'answer questions on,the articles 
on “Mediumship” and “Comparison of 
Spiritualism with Christianity” and also 
towriteasummary of theteaching, 
given in the Manualon “Mediumship” 
and «Spiritual Gifts."* Therearealso 
Musical Readings, adapted tothe men- - 
tality of the different grades. Most of 
these songsare of a vague, sentimental, 
humanitarian character. Thereis — 

a frequent mention of the Angels, but 
theseare not the Guardian Angels of the 
Christian revelation , they are the spirits 
of our departed selátives, whoseone 
desire, apparently, is to qui PIE i ee of | 


* See Education Scheme Pamphlet. 
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the heavenly sphereand return to earth. 


One of these verses begins: 
Spirit friends are at the threshold, 
Waiting for the opening door ; 
Seeking for a recognition 
Of the loved ones gone before. 


The conductor further explains the 
lesson, andadds: ‘Let us open wide our 
heartsuntothem. ... Let us offer our 
physical bodies as instruments through 
which they can make their loving pre- 
sence and message known.” 

Another song would be ludicrous if 


it were not so significant: | 
Rap, rap, rap! Rap, rap, rap! Rap, rap, rap! 
Daintiest fingers most rare 
Wake the most delicate sound, 
Rapping on table or chair. 
Loved ones of earth gather round, 
Making us know that our loved ones have come, 
Come back to our heartsand theirdear earthly home. 


The third Handbook is compiled for 
students of eighteen years, itcontainsan 
account of some different aspects of me- 
diumship, achapter on the relation be- 
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tween Spiritualism, Science, and Reli- 
gion, anda fuller explanation of Spiri- 
tualist teaching, witha plausible refuta- 
tion of the current objections toit. 

A letterin the April number of the 
Lyceum. Banner shows the dangerous 
. mannerin whichachild’s brain can 
become obsessed by this continual 
emphasis on spirit manifestations. 

Little Lucy; aged eleven, relates how 
Aunt Lucy cameone night: to fetch her 
foravisit to“‘Summerland,”in fulfilment 
of a promise made by the aunt before hèr 
death. They went througha wood, full 
of beautiful flowers;and presently were 
met byanauntand uncle, and they all 
played together. A fortnight later Aunt 
Lucy caine again for her little namesake, 
and once more she wandered through 
lovel y country, past valleysand water- 

. falls , avoiding certain dark paths which 
heraunit said must be shunned, 
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Now theseare fancies whichany 
highly imaginative child might easily 
_ have, though she would hardly imagine 
thescenetwiceover ; and her parents, if 
they were wise, would certainly investi- 
gateinto her reading, orinquireif she 
had seen or heard anything to over- 
excite her, anddotheirbesttocheckthe . 
theevil. Butlittle Lucy is commended 
for her experiences, and told that “we 
hopeshe will pay yet other visits (and 
send usaccounts of them).” 

Even supposing it werea healthy 
thing fora child toembark on suchacti- 
vities, is thereany assurance thatit will 
bethe spirits of departed relativesand 
friends who will respond to the call of 
thechild? Wearetoldthatthereare 
many “‘undevelopedentities on the 
warpath,"and the medium “‘is to beware 
of flatterers, and decline to submit to 
those who promise great thingsif you- 
willobey them.” In fact, he must expect 
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to be “annoyed by amdesimble influen- 
ces," * Whatassurance have wethat the 
boy or girl psychic will have sufficient 
moral force to resist theseinfluences? 

A great deal of attention is paid to 
physical culture, for the promoters hope 
thereby to build up strong, healthy 
mediums. Onechapter inthe first 
Handbookis given up toa detailed ex- 
planation of theright development of 
the human body. The Lyceum meetings 
are carefully planned so that mind and 
body in turn may be exercised, and 
neither wearied. Thewriterattended 
one of these Lyceum Sunday schools in. 
asouth-coast town. There were between 
twenty and thirty children present, 
though it was stated that the average 
attendance reached fifty:a similar school 
met that same evening in another local- 
ity in the same town. The scholars varied 
inagefrom the little baby of eighteen 


* Thoughts on Mediumship, and useful hints to Beginners, by E.W.Wallis, 
pp. 3 and 13. 
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months, to bright intelligent boysand . 
girls of thirteen or fourteen, and oneor 
two intense-faced older girls, 

The hall wasadorned with the ban- | 
ners of the different groups, worked . . 
with flowersand hung with coloured 
ribbons, together witha large picture of. 
“Jesus the Psychic,” with the long face 
and curious eyes which, once seen, can 
never be forgotten. This representation 
isnot withoutits significance. Spiri- 
tualists teach that Our Lord had medi - 
umistic giftsand choseas Hisapostles 
those whowere similarly endowed. His 
appearances after the Resurrectionare 
tothem “‘a series of materializations, on 
the same planeasthe spirit manifesta- - 
tionsata séance."* To the de-Christian- 
ized brain of thetwentieth century 
nothingis holy, even the Person of the 
Son of God. The Lyceum meeting 
opened with the Lord's Prayer, said 


* Fortnightly Review: Some Aspects of the Higher Spiritualism by Viscountess 
Grey of Fallodon, pp. 596-7. . 


21 


standing, followed by ahymn, “Dear 
Summerland,” andanaddress. The 
preacher on this occasion wasan ex- 
Baptistminister, whoinformed his 
hearers that they were extremely lucky - 
to bethere, becauseat that very moment 
many littleboysandgirlsatother schools | 
were being taught, that, unless they sub- 
mitted toacertain rite (baptism), when 
they died they would be cast into hell- 
fire. 

“Do you believe this, children? " 

“Nol” | 

“Of course not." 

Afterthistravesty of thetruth,he 
proceeded toexplaintothem: that God 
isexactly what we make Him. Tothe 
JewsHe wasJehovah, theangry God. 
Wethink of Himasthe good, kind God. 
This notion of Godasa Being coloured 
by thetemperament of His creaturesis.a 
subtle solventdestroying.thevery-first 


‘= Spiritualists do not believe in baptism, They have what isterméda ~ 
naming service, when a spirit name is given to the baby. 
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element of all religion. The Creator be- 
comes an emanation of the creature—a 
paradox thatan intelligent Buddhist, 
Moslem, or Hindu would meet with 
thescornit deserves. Iti is exactly t the . 
apparently clever rationalism that 
would capture the i immature. mind of a 
child, and corrodeevery vestige of. faith, 
Then another hymn was sung;: after 
which the hall was rapidly c cleared and, 
drill begun. toastirring march nerd 


ing, all. but the. baby. m their 
calisthenics with much energy: and 
determination. T hen the chairs: were 
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and “Spirit. Friends." These recitations 


23 


formanimportant part of the Lyceum - 
curriculum: thechildrenareleftentire 
freedomin their choice, and the wise 
conductor isthusable, in course of time, 
to gauge the talent aad sympathies of 
each scholar. 

Ascan beseen, the Lyceum meeting 
is cleverly arranged to captivate the 
attention and interest of the most vola- 
tilechild: itis farmore entertaining to 
sing a hymn, then do some drill, and 
afterwards makearecitation and have 
the excitement of wondering what your 
neighbourwill recite,than tosit motion- 
lessinachurchand becatechised! The 
Lyceum directors have yetanother 
motive for improving the physique of 
theirchildren. The objectandaim of - 
the Lyceum, as has been already shown, 
istocreatemediums. The childrenare 

. taught that the first desire of thespirit - 
that has “‘passed over” isto return to the 
earth and tell his friends that he is not 
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dead. But the exercise of mediumistic 
gifts isasevere physicaland mental 
strain. Notinfrequently noticeof the 
serious illness of some unfortunate 
medium, in spite of efforts to suppress 
thenews,ismadeknown. Nowevery 
time thata medium gives way under the 
strain, discredit is thrown upon Spiri- 
tualist practices; therefore the earnest 
effort of the Spiritualist body is to pre- 
vent theseaccidents, Therising genera- 
tionare to be so mentally and physically 
fit, that the risk of breakdown willbe 
almost, if not completely, eliminated. 

It cannot be too emphatically asserted 
that theaim of Spiritualism and ofthe 
Lyceum movementisthe development 
of psychic gifts. A little pamphlet, 

*" Thoughts on Mediumship: Useful 
hintsfor beginners, 'whichisthereprint 
of an Addressgivenat theThird Annual 
Conference of the Spiritualist National 
Union, plainly states that “without 
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mediumship there can be no Spiritual- 
ism.” This disposes of the contention 
of the Meditation group of Spiritualists, 
that itis possible to bea Spiritualistand 
not seek for spirit communications. 
Whatistherelation, if any, between 
the teaching of the Lyceum Unionand 
the truths of Christianity? Christian 
Spiritualists would have us believe that 
itis possibleto bebotha Christiananda 
Spiritualist. A careful perusalof the 
Manualand Handbooks fails to discover 
any confirmation of this belief; on the 
contrary, thereis abundant testimony 
that Spiritualistand Christian concep- 
tions ofthe Universeare diametrically 
opposed. Spiritualists believein the 
existence of God—here they join hands 


The LyceumManual,in its‘*Calendar 
of Saints,” states thenames of some of 
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thesesaintstobe: Buddha, Zoroaster, 
Jesus,and Mohammed; andinreply 
tothe question as to why they were 
canonized by their respective followers, 
wearetold: “For uplifting the religious 
consciousness of theirage." The Calen- 
dar goes on to enumerate saints of philo- 
sophy— Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
saintsof poetry andart, and saints of 
science— Darwin and Wallace. Thusit 
may be seen that Jesus, Mohammed, and 
Buddhaareallonalevelas moral teach- 
ers; they inthereligioussphereareto be 
compared to Homer, Sappho, Titian 
and Beethovenin theartistic sphere. An 
articlein Lighz, October 7th, discusses 
the question of “Christ, whose Sonis 
He?" Thewriter,whilestatingthathe 
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adding “The difference between the 


27 


man whothinks Christ to be God as we 
understand the word, ora Spiritas high 
above usas weareabovetheanimals, 
though presented inahuman form, oras 
aman filled with the powerand insight 
of the Spirit of God, seems to mea zeo- 
retical differencearising from each man’s 
powers of understanding.” * The belief 
that Christ isthe Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity, and one with the Father, 
is tothe Christian, ofcourse, a funda- 
mental tenet of his faith, and nota mere 
“‘theoretical difference." 

The Lyceum studentistaught that 
man has no need of a Redeemer, each 
being responsible for his own spiritual 
progress: *nooutsideinfluencecan 
interfere.” ‘The essential teaching of 
the Bible, and therefore of Christianity, 
is that man was created perfect on earth ; 
fell; andis redeemed by faithin the 
death of Christ. Further exposition is 


* Italics ours, Ed, 
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needless. Spiritualism repudiates each 
link of that chain. If therebeany truths 
underlying the stories connected with 
Christian teachings, Spiritualism can 
explain these truths better without the 
Christian ‘metaphors’,”* IntheLyceum 
Manualthescholaris taught to scoff at 
theidea of Heavenand Hell. “It (Spiri- 
tualism) demolishestheabsurd and 
materialistic conception of thetheologi- 
cal heaven and hell: making eacha state 
of happiness or misery dependent on 
the good or evil within the soul itself.” 

It isnot necessary to quote further to 
provetheanti-Christian nature of mod- 
ern Spiritualism. 

Since the truths of Christianity are 
repudiated by the Spiritualist,it is allow- 
abletoask whence he obtains this new 
revelation, which claims to shed fresh 
light on the moral conductof the race. 
The spirit messengers are they who have. 


* Educational Handbook, No. 2. p.7 
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brought this wonderful message to 
mankind. T hey must belistened toand 
trusted, in spite of the fact thatit requires 
akeen spiritual and mental perception 
onthe part of the enquirer to test which 
of these spirit messengersare reliable 
andtrustworthy. Surely sucha preca- 
rious source of information can hardly 
be termed “corroborative testimony.” 
Spiritualism, the Lyceum Manual tells 
us, “lays down nocreed,asks no symbol, 
reverences notime or place exclusively.” 
Whatthenis there for the child to take 
hold of? 

—— Thestudentisfurther told that the 
second step in the ladder of Progressis 
“a willingness to receive the truth with- 
out saying from what source, or in what 
manner,or by whom it shall begiven us." 
Andagain: “He hastherighttoun- . 
bounded enquiry, and to form his own 
opinions thereon, Hehasthe right to 
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obey thebehestsof hisowü conscience"* 
There is no moral teacher, from thé 

days of Plato down to the present time, 
who would not be horrified at the idea 
that thechild should be the arbiter of his 
owncoriduct. The Greek philosophers 
taught that the ordinary child is capable 
only of conceiving of virtueand vice in 
the termis of pleasure and pain: reasoti 
and fixed priticiples come later. They 
alsoadd, with their sad experience of the 
pagan world, that thereis no free mind 
anywhere. Y etherewehavetheso-called 
enlightened twentieth-century teachers 
affirming that the child has the right to 
exercise his own free choice in his search 
foramoral code. | 

' Such teaching breeds hooliganism, 
moral licence, and spiritualanarchy. As 
achild, the Lyceum student can ques- 
tion his father’s commandsifthey do not 
happen toagree with “the behests of his 

* The Lyceum Manual, pp. 142, 143, 149. . 
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own conscience,” an injunction which 
amodern young person will havelittle 
difficulty in obeying. Hereisan easy 
method of disposing of parentalautho- 
rity! Whenhegoesoutintothe world, 
what guaranteeis there that hewill bea 
law-abiding citizen? Onthecontrary, . 
one of the so-called “Spiritual com- 
mandments” lays down the injunction 
that “Thou shalt be obedient to the Jaws 
of the land in which thou dost reside, in 
all things which do not conflict with thy 
highest sense of right.” Hereisabig 
loop-hole for the social agitator of every 
description, fromtheconscientious . 
objector to the Bolshevistand anarchist. 
And in moments of doubtand perplex- 
ity, towhomishetoturn? Theanswer 
is: tohisspirit guides. But what proof 
isthere of the reliability of these spirit 
manifestations? Nay, rather, the Spiri- 
tualist writers themselves, insist overand 
over again, onthe importance of testing 
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the spirits because warring undeveloped 
entities strive to interfere. 

Atthemost impressionableage,when 
the child is on the eve of leaving school, 
his imagination is fired by tales of the 
beautiful Summerland beyond the veil, 
and hisambition is stimulated by the 
hope of becoming himself a medium, or 
atanyrateassistingataséance. Cana 
more subtle scheme be imagined for 
undermining the mental, moral, and 
physical stamina of the rising generation 
onwhomrests the future of the human 
race? 

The grave dangers which beset the 
seekerafter truth in Spiritist circles are 
well known. Such investigations should 
bein the hands of a fewaccredited per- ' 
sons—if permissibleatall,which is open 
todoubt. 

A striking confirmation of the evil 
nature of many of these manifestations 
has recently cometo hand, Theauthen- 
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ticity-of the recordis odd ed for by the 
Secretary of the E. C. U. 31 Russell Sq. 

Y ondon W.C. The subject losther only 
sonin February 1919;shewasinconso- 
lable,whena friendalsosuffering under. 
bereavement suggested toherthatshe . 
should consultaSpiritualist. The result 
of thei interview was thatshe came away, 
to quote her own words, *aconfirmed . 
believerin, Spiritualism by what she told 
me.I went toallthe MediumsI could, .. 
hear of, At public séances my son was 
said to be standing nearme,and family. — 
incidents, known only tome, were told, . 
me, I, tried automatic writing,and I had 
writingsfrom my motherandfriends _. 
who had. died. Every Wednesday Ihad 
a seánce inmy own houseand invited my. 
son'sfriends: hisfavouritesongs were. 
played, religiousmessagescame through. 
andipassages! from Scripture... I ‘became 
a Medium, and tried to convert everyone: 
to Spiritualism, The last séance-wason. 
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my boy's birthday, five months latér. ©’ 
Then suddenly my son himself spoke to 
me; I wasawake, notdreaming. Icould 
not see him, but I heard his voice, arid he 
said: ‘Mother, stop! onlyevilspirits ` 
comeinthisway. Ihavebeenallowed ` 
to wari you, and when I have done what 
[have todo,lamto go back. Watin others. 
GodisLove. When youaretroubled by 
evil spirits, youare to pray thisprayet: - 
O God, save mefrom evil spirits, for 
Christ's sake!’ ” a 

“For eight months my son had been | 
impersonated byanevilspirit. Inow —' 
would notallow the spirits tousemy 
hands (forautomatic writing), but their 
voices would never leaveme. Blasphe=" 
miesand obscene words tormented më. 
Onenight I suddenly feltanicy chill 
creeping over my body, the bedclothes ` 
fluttered asina high wind, anda voice 
said: ‘Iam the spirit of an evil man.’ For 
twoanda half years I have been fighting ’ 
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thecontrolof this evil spirit: voices pray 
in mockery while Iam praying, hymns ! 
are sung after I have finished singing.’ 

Here we havea terrible picture, both 
of howthe malignant spirits can imper- 
sonate the spirits of departed friends and 
relatives, and of their vengeance when 
thwarted. Itisnotdifficultto conceive 
the horror of mind of a child being ex- 
posed tosuch attacks, 

Howisthis Spiritualist — 
for the capture of our children to be : 
combatted? 'Theremust beacounter- 
attack ineverytownand village where 
even the smallest Lyceumexists. The 
Spiritualist bodies do not despise the 
mostinsignificant beginnings, they are . 
unwearyingly vigilantforany opening. . 
Letthe ministersof religion, social 
workers, and district nurses keep their. 
eyesopen. Public bodies, municipal 
councils, district councilsand schools | 
of music should ascertain whether their , 
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| premisesare in useon Sundays, andif so, - 
by whom. If,asisthe casein sometowns, 
the Lyceum Union holds meetingsin 
one of their rooms, the permission must 
be immediately withdrawn. 

Popular lectures on the real meaning : 
of the Lyceum movement should be 
heldinall the industrial centres, and the : 
parents of the children should beurged : 
toattend, If oncethefathercan grasp > 
the fact that his own parental authority 
is being undermined, that his child is 
being encouraged to talk with spirits, he 
will withdraw him from the Lyceum 
Sunday School. The child of Spiritualist 
parents presentsa more difficult prob- 
lem. Heredirectattack is useless. 

Weshould beaware of the danger in 
our midst: itshould nolonger be pos- 
sible for people to regard the Spiritualist 
movementasonlya piece of sentimental. 
quackery: thedetection of fraud, now 
andagain,is no indication that thewhole 
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bodyis fraudulent. The evilis worse than 
fraud. Deliberately thus to train the will 
tobecome passive is is to invite Eee On 
by evil spirits. i 

The movement, a growing menace to 
Christianity, i isan anti-social and disin- 
tegrating force. Itisnecessary that Chri- 
‘stians should fight this evil; the children 
ofthe Lyceum may yet be saved forthe 
Children of Light. 
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